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Confidential. 

A P P E N D I X A. 

ATTITUDE OF THE MUSLIM PROVINCES OF NIGERIA. 

F r o m the b e g i n n i n g of the war to November 1916, if there was any T u r k i s h or 
Senusi p ropaganda in the no r the rn provinces of Niger ia , i ts effects were negl ig ib le 
and its recept ion cold. Certa in persons were cap tured du r ing 1915 who declared 
they were T u r k i s h agents , b u t it is extremely doubtful whe ther they were in fact 
such, and whether thei r professions were not induced b y a n inheren t love of 
char la tanism and the ordinary motives of a mendicant . 

But it mus t be remembered that to the Fu lan i ru le rs of Nor the rn Niger ia , and still 
more to thei r subject people the Hausa, all tha t comes from the Eas t is an object of 
venerat ion ; hence any wande r ing Muall im or professed saint or poli t ical agen t is 
always cer ta in of food and hospital i ty. The people live and have lived apar t from the 
general cu r ren t of the Musl im world, and have not t he s l ightest real in teres t in or 
feeling about m a n y of the questions which loom so large in Eas te rn poli t ics. They 
have never hea rd of the Agha Khan , ha rd ly know tha t there a re such people as I n d i a n 
Muslims, and loqk on the Sul tan of Tu rkey merely as a peer of the E m i r of Sokoto, 
who himself professes to be, and to them is, the only Khalif (Amir ul Muminin) that 
mat te rs . I n fact, they d is regard all Muslim, his tory between the dea th of the last of 
t he four " r i g l i t l y directed Khalifs " and the accession of t he first Fu l an i Emir—-
Othman clan Hodio—in 1807. 

The Bri t ish Government has pursued a policy of re ta in ing unde r the gu idance of 
Residents the nat ive rulers and the i r Muslim polity, shorn of abuses ; so tha t the 
uppe r classes in Nigeria have every th ing to lose a n d no th ing to gain by any k ind of 
d isorder—at least , most of them have. 

Many of the chiefs—especially those who owed the i r posit ion ent i re ly to the 
Bri t ish Government—were extremely uneasy about the War u p to the date of the fall 
of Garua in the Cameroons. The re can, I th ink , be l i t t le doubt tha t G e r m a n agents 
(probably agents of the Ge rman companies t r ad ing in Nigeria) h a d promised near ly 
all the deposed Emi r s and other chiefs out of office a speedy r e t u r n to power were 
the Germans to be successful locally. 

W ifch the fall of Garua, however, and subsequent conquest of the Cameroons, ru lers 
and people became entirely reassured. The war to t h e m was t he war in the Cameroons . 
The war in E u r o p e was too d is tan t and too imperfectly envisaged really to affect 
their minds for the most par t , except that in la rge centres l ike Kano, where there 
exists a fairly l a rge Tr ipol i tan colony, there was undoubted ly a certain u n d e r c u r r e n t of 
sent iment for t he Turks , and pious hope that they migh t recover Nor th Africa. I n 
this connection the Germans were viewed merely as the instrument by wh ich the T u r k s 
migh t come back to thei r own. It will be apparen t tha t no an t i -German p r o p a g a n d a 
of ours would p robab ly affect these views. 

Were Niger ia an isolated country, there would be l i t t le more to say about i ts 
a t t i tude to the War , and one could almost have said for cer ta in that no th ing would go 
wrong there . 

Unfor tunate ly , however, i t is impossible to consider N ige r i an pol i t ics wi thou t 
reference to the countries to the east and nor th and west of i t - t h  e Eas t e rn Chad 
basin, the Sahara , and the Wes te rn Sudan—-because really t h e whole S udan be l t is 
one country wi th no real geographical obstacles, with homogeneous peoples h a v i n g a 
common rel igion, and with few or no real racia l an t ipa th ies . 

F rom Darfur to the Senegal and from Yola to Agades the chiefs exchange 
presents and news, and are often un i ted b y mar i ta l and other ties. Whi le they are 
not intolerant Muslims as a ru le , they are far more fervid believers in and votar ies of 
the essential tenets of Is lam than the average T u r k or Arab of Nor th Africa. They 
would be qui te capable unde r cer tain c i rcumstances of f ighting for thei r fai th as did 
the dervishes at Omdurman , t hough tha t is ha rd ly a l ikely cont ingency in Niger ia so 
long as their Muslim life and social order are protected as they have been since 1903. 
U p to the presen t the p r i d e of the Fu lan i in thei r own position a n d history h a s ent irely 
discounted the polit ical influence of external sects. The Emi r s have usual ly dismissed 
Senusi agents wi th presents and no th ing more, not because they disapproved of the i r 
aims, bu t because they wordd not be pat ronised by Sidi Ahmed or anyone else. 
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There would, however, probably be a point at which their genera l sen t iment for 
I s lam and an inst inct ive desire for independence a n d freedom from Chris t ian control 
m i g h t ge t the u p p e r h a n d of the i r discretion, and asser t itself. 

T h a t point has (since 1914) been brought apprec iably nea re r by two th ings . 
(1) T h e I ta l ian evacuation of the Tripoli h in te r land . 
(2) T h e F r e n c h " c o n s c r i p t i o n " of Sudanese nat ives for service in F r a n c e d u r i n g 

1915-1916 . 

T h e I ta l ian evacuat ion of t he Tripoli h in t e r l and p roduced an immense moral 
effect all over the Sudan, and especially in Kano , which is so closely connected wi th 
Tripol i commercial ly. 

T h e F r e n c h " consc idpt ion" of nat ives for active service has embi t t e red and 
envenomed not only the vast bulk of the Moslems to the immedia te nor th of Br i t i sh 
terr i tory, b u t a very large n u m b e r of our own people who are in many ways closely 
connected wi th them. " Here , " say they, " have these Nassara (Christ ians) been for 
" twen ty years p reach ing and legis la t ing agains t slavery, and now they themselves 

" a re s lave-raiding our villages and t ak ing away our chi ldren to fight for t h e m . " I t 
would appear pecul iar ly .unfor tunate tha t the F r e n c h did not except from this system 
certain pa r t s of the Western Sudan, for, as far as can be j udged from Ivano information, 
they have thereby m a d e the local leaders of the Tijani tarikh (a sect general ly considered 
the most fr iendly to Europeans) extremely hosti le and an t i -French . 

rAny intel l igent and well informed nat ive will tell oue tha t the F r e n c h haA e ru ined 
the count ry to the immedia te n o r t h of Nigeria , a n d Eu ropean merchan t s a t K a n o 
concur in tha t opinion from their point of view.. 

As is well known, and was in fact to be expected, Turk i sh and Arab agents have 
succeeded in s t i r r ing up the T u w a r e g in the Sahara, and sporadic outbreaks have been 
go ing on for t he pas t year. Officers from Bilma, Agades, a n d o ther posts who passed 
t h r o u g h Kano last a u t u m n were all very pessimist ic as to the state of the Sahara . 

' The F r e n c h have ki l led a great many of cer tain t r ibes , e.g., t he Ulimmiden, b u t the 
T u w a r e g are bo rn l ighters , and keep r e tu rn ing to the charge by commit t ing some new 
ou t rage from t ime to t ime. J u s t before leav ing Kano in. November 1916 I h e a r d tha t 
the Kelgeres had ambushed and annihi la ted a F r e n c h patrol . 

T h e relat ions be tween Sokoto, Katsina, Kano, and Bornu and such places as 
Bilma, Agades , and Tawa are so constant and in t ima te that the failure of the F r e n c h 
to preserve order in thei r terr i tory c a n n o t ; b u t react in grea te r or less degree on the 
Emi ra t e s of Niger ia . Once the a tmosphere of unres t is created, the immedia te 
occasion of t rouble is more l ikely to be some pet ty local affair t han any large quest ion 
of world-wide impor tance . As Muslims, the E m i r s c a n have only one real gr ievance, 
i.e., t h a t they are u n d e r a Chris t ian G o v e r n m e n t ; b u t even tha t d i sadvantage does 
not loom la rge in the i r eyes beside the i r anxiety to main ta in the i r pres t ige among 
their people, and the personal securi ty of themselves and their families. 

I t will, therefore, be apparen t that the potent ia l sources of clanger in Niger ia are 
r a t h e r among (1) people of the ru l i ng caste who are not actual ly in power, (2) the 
r a the r l imi ted class of pious fanatics, or clever char la tans , and (3) the ignoran t 
peasant ry , t han a m o n g the actual rulers of the country . 

T h e la t te r will p robably cont inue in the future, as in the past , to discourage any 
society or p r o p a g a n d a which migh t cause an upheava l . I t m u s t be added, however , 
tha t the more in te l l igent and informed E m i r s who know someth ing of, or are in touch 
with, the -Eas t r egre t tha t Great Br i ta in has been compelled to act against T u r k e y in 
Arab ia a n d Pers ia . This is, I th ink , due to a fear tha t we may become too m u c h 
involved in A r a b i a n polit ics. On the subject of the declarat ion of independence by 
the Sherif of Mecca, thei r a t t i tude Avas one of doubt whether he would succeed in 
ma in t a in ing his i ndependence—a doubt mainly due to past his tory ; bu t at t he same 
t ime the i r sen t iments are cer ta inly not unfr iendly to t he She r i f s position, and, in fact, 
wi th the i r par t i cu la r views of Muslim history, there is every reason to th ink tha t they 
would prefer to r ega rd a n Arab of the Kura i sh as the Eas te rn Khalif r a the r t h a n the. 
very dis tant , shadowy, and " a jam " (foreign) po ten ta te known to t h e m as the Su l tan , 
of Stamboul . 

The re can b e no doubt that , if a safe p i lg r image to Mecca is assured to them under 
the new regime, they wil l u l t imately not only acquiesce in it, b u t welcome it. 

March 2nd, 1917. H  . R . PALMER. 




